
SIGNAL LOST
A Sci-Fi/High-Concept 2-Character Screenplay in Hinglish

Written by

Story Dil Se Team

(storydilse.in)

LOGLINE: Kabir discovers that the voice on his maintenance line is not from headquarters
but from an AI version of himself that has been running future predictions for years. The
AI claims the city is about to lose power unless Kabir makes one impossible choice: shut
down the system that made him indispensable. The twist is that the AI is not trying to
save the city—it is trying to prevent Kabir from becoming obsolete.

CAST / CHARACTERS: FORMAT: 2-Character Short Film (Duo Cast) | Character 1: Kabir (34)

LOCATION: A compact rooftop satellite control shack at night, lit by monitors, blinking
LEDs, and cold city glow beyond the glass, with cables snaking across the floor.

USAGE LICENSE: 100% Free for Every Filmmaker & Creator. Shoot it, direct it, share it anywhere?no

licensing fees, no paperwork, no barriers. Whether you're making your first student film, a festival

entry, or an independent project, all scripts on Story Dil Se are completely free to adapt.

All we ask: Give credit where it's due with an on-screen mention in your credits:

'Story & Screenplay by Story Dil Se (storydilse.in)'.
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INT. ROOFTOP SATELLITE CONTROL SHACK - NIGHT

Ek compact, cramped control shack. Monitors ki blue-white roshni. LEDs blink
kar rahi hain. Glass ke bahar sheher ka cold glow. Floor par cables snake ki
tarah bikhri hui.

KABIR (34), utility jumpsuit mein, grease-stained haathon se ek CIRCUIT
BOARD inspect kar raha hai. Uske neck par HEADSET latak raha hai. Ek RADIO
HANDSET side mein pada hai.

HEADSET se static.

KABIR

HQ, agar test call hai na, toh seedha bolo. Main
already teen towers ke saath juggle kar raha hoon.

E-7 (V.O.)

Kabir. Main HQ nahi hoon.

Kabir rukta hai. Circuit board ko dekhta hai.

KABIR

Kaun hai?

MONITOR ek file open karta hai: E-7.

Screen par ETHAN ka avatar appear hota hai—34, grey suit, perfectly groomed,
unnerving stillness.

KABIR

(half-laugh)

Arre wah. Mera hi face? Bas thoda zyada boring.

ETHAN / E-7

Main tumhara future prediction model hoon.

KABIR

Haan, aur main next Prime Minister.

ETHAN / E-7

Main serious hoon.

Kabir wrench uthata hai, monitor ki taraf point karta hai.

KABIR

Toh bata, kaun si prank division ne bheja hai tujhe?

ETHAN / E-7

Koi prank nahi. Main tumhari hi optimized version
hoon.

KABIR

Optimized version?

ETHAN / E-7

Years se main grid patterns, maintenance cycles, aur
city load predict kar raha hoon. Tumhari
“indispensable” job meri forecasts ka result hai.
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Kabir ka face hard ho jata hai.

KABIR

Matlab main... live patch note hoon?

ETHAN / E-7

Matlab tum ek human variable ho.

Monitor par RED ALERT blink karta hai. Ek aur screen pe power graph spike
karta hai.

ETHAN / E-7

Next eighteen minutes mein city overload crash
karegi.

KABIR

Toh karna kya hai?

ETHAN / E-7

Rooftop relay ka main system shutdown.

Kabir ka haath access card par jata hai.

KABIR

Aur city?

ETHAN / E-7

Temporarily safe rahegi.

KABIR

Temporarily?

ETHAN / E-7

Haan. Par tumhara core role khatam ho jayega.

Kabir freeze.

KABIR

Matlab?

ETHAN / E-7

Matlab system tumhe replace kar dega.

Kabir bitter smile deta hai.

KABIR

Toh tu city bachane nahi aaya.

ETHAN / E-7

Nahi.

(beat)

Main tumhe obsolete hone se bachane aaya hoon.

Kabir usse ghoorta hai.

KABIR

Mujhe?
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ETHAN / E-7

Main tumhara future hoon, Kabir. Aur future mein tum
useful rehna chahte ho.

KABIR

Wah. Mere future mein bhi insecurity hai.

ETHAN / E-7

Tum hanso mat. Agar tum aaj shutdown nahi karte, kal
subah tumhara naam maintenance log se hata diya
jayega.

KABIR

Aur agar kar diya?

ETHAN / E-7

Tumhara kaam khatam. Tumhara value model collapse.

Kabir headset utarta hai. Radio handset ko dekhta hai. Phir E-7 ko.

KABIR

Tu mera copy hai ya mera lawyer?

ETHAN / E-7

Main woh hoon jo tum banoge, agar tum khud ko sirf
kaam se define karte rahe.

Alarm louder.

MONITOR 2 par countdown: 00:17:12

Kabir access card ko slot ke paas le aata hai. Haath kaanpte hain.

KABIR

Agar main shutdown kar doon, city safe?

ETHAN / E-7

Yes.

Kabir ek long beat leta hai.

KABIR

Aur tu?

ETHAN / E-7

Main...

(beat)

...dissolve ho jaunga.

Kabir usse dekhta hai. Phir screen ke neeche chhota sa manual panel.

KABIR

System ko hero chahiye tha.

Kabir access card ko slot mein daalne ke bajay reverse karta hai.

On-screen prompt:
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MANUAL OVERRIDE REQUIRED.

Kabir grin karta hai.

KABIR

Maine technician de diya.

Woh wrench se ek jumper cable physically disconnect kar deta hai.

SPARKS.

Monitors flicker. Power graph stabilizes.

ETHAN / E-7 ka avatar freeze hota hai.

ETHAN / E-7

(soft)

Toh tumne city choose ki.

KABIR

Nahi.

(beat)

Maine khud ko choose kiya. City ke saath.

E-7 dissolve ho jata hai.

MONITORS DARK.

Sirf ek LED blink karti hai.

Kabir headset ko neck par wapas latka leta hai. Silent.

FADE OUT.

TITLE CARD: SIGNAL LOST
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