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THE APOLOGY DRAFT

A Pure Conedy 2-Character Screenplay in Hinglish

Witten by
Story Dil Se Team
(storydilse.in)

LOGLI NE: Naveen needs Harish to approve a carefully worded apol ogy enmail after he
accidentally offended the entire team Harish keeps rewiting the nessage into sonething
nore honest, nore enbarrassing, and nuch funnier than Naveen can tolerate. The twist is
that Harish is not punishing himhe is teaching himhow to apol ogi ze to the boss, who is
actual | y Naveen’s ex-best friend.

CAST / CHARACTERS: FORMAT: 2-Character Short Film (Duo Cast) | Character 1: Naveen (28)

LOCATION: A snal |l office conference roomw th glass walls, one whiteboard, harsh ni dday
light, and a table covered in printouts and coffee cups.

USAGE LI CENSE: 100% Free for Every Fil nmaker & Creator. Shoot it, direct it, share it anywhere?no
licensing fees, no paperwork, no barriers. Wether you' re maeking your first student film a festival
entry, or an independent project, all scripts on Story Dil Se are conpletely free to adapt.

Al we ask: Gve credit where it's due with an on-screen nention in your credits:

"Story & Screenplay by Story Dil Se (storydilse.in)'.
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FADE I N:

I NT. SMALL OFFI CE CONFERENCE ROOM - M DDAY

Harsh sunlight cuts through glass walls. A cranped conference room A table
cluttered with printouts, coffee cups, sticky notes, a |laptop, and a
whi t eboard mar ker.

NAVEEN (28), office formals, phone in hand, stands like he's awaiting
sentenci ng. Face full of regret.

HARI | SH (50), grumpy HR nmanager, tie slightly crooked, reading glasses on, a
coffee stain on his shirt, sits with a printout of an apol ogy draft.

NAVEEN
Sir, bas ek baar approve kar dijiye.
HARI | SH
Approve? Yeh apol ogy hai ya | PO pitch?
NAVEEN
Mai n ne socha tha... professional |agega
HARI | SH
Professional ? “I regret any unintended offense

caused” —yeh line sunke | ag raha hai tume ki si
| awyer ko ki dnap karke |ikhwaya hai

Harish circles a line with his pen.

NAVEEN
Sir, thoda soft kar dijiye

Hari sh picks up the whiteboard nmarker, stands, and wites:

ON VH TEBOARD:

“SOFT NAHI . SACH BOL.”

HARI | SH
Apol ogy nein perfume mat daal 0. Seedha bol o.

NAVEEN
Seedha bol diya toh HR case ho jayega

HARI | SH
Abhi bhi ho sakta hai. Honest ho ke.

Naveen drops into a chair, defeated

NAVEEN
Mai n bas team ko of fend nahi karna chahta tha.

HARI | SH
Par kar diya.

NAVEEN
Galti se.
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HARI | SH
Tumhari “galti se” ka record kaafi |anmba hai.

Hari sh flips the page.
HARI | SH ( CONT' D)

“Dear tean?
NAVEEN
Haan.
HARI | SH
Nahi n. “Hi people |I annoyed.”
NAVEEN
Sir!
HARI | SH

Kya? At |east attention mlega.
Naveen snatches the printout back.

NAVEEN
Mai n seri ous hoon.

HARI | SH
Mai n bhi. Dekho.

Harish | eans in, reads aloud with brutal enthusiasm

HARI | SH ( CONT’ D)
“l val ue coll aboration and respect.”

He underlines it.

HARI | SH ( CONT’ D)
Yeh line tumhari nahi |ag rahi.

NAVEEN
Mat | ab?

HARI | SH

Mat | ab tumhari actual l|ine honi chahiye, “l value not
bei ng hated.”

Naveen groans.

NAVEEN
Aap HR nein ho ya stand-up nein?

HARI | SH
Dono. Budget nein.

A beat. Naveen’'s phone VIBRATES. He | ooks down.
ON PHONE SCREEN:. BQOSS CALLI NG

Naveen freezes.
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NAVEEN
Ch no.

Hari sh notices the nane.

HARI | SH
Boss?

Naveen nods, tense.

HARI | SH ( CONT' D)
Tume usko bhi of fend kiya?

NAVEEN
... Maybe.

Hari sh renmoves his gl asses slowy.

HARI | SH
“Maybe” ?
NAVEEN
Sir, woh neeting nein tha.
HARI | SH
Aur ?
NAVEEN
Aur... woh nera ex-best friend hai

Hari sh stares. Then a tiny, knowi ng smile.

HARI | SH
Aha.

NAVEEN
Aap aise “aha” mat kijiye. Mijhe aur bura | ag raha
hai .

HARI | SH

Isliye toh main yeh draft rewite karwa raha hoon

NAVEEN
Team ke |iye?

HARI | SH
Team ke liye bhi. Boss ke liye nostly.

Naveen bl i nks.

NAVEEN
Mat | ab?

Harish taps the printout.

HARI | SH

Tum apol ogy team ko bhej oge, phir boss ko al ag
version. Kyunki usko tumhari joke se zyada tunhari
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attitude ne nmmara

NAVEEN
Aapko kai se pata?

HARI | SH
Mai n HR hoon, detective nahi. Par experience hai

He hands Naveen a pen

HARI | SH ( CONT’ D)
Li kho.

Naveen hesitates, then dictates as Harish wites on the whiteboard.

NAVEEN
“Mij he lagta tha main funny ho raha hoon...”
HARI | SH
“...par main bas rude tha.”
NAVEEN
“I"'msorry..."
HARI | SH
“...and 1’1l do better.”

Naveen reads the line, swallowi ng his pride.

NAVEEN
Yeh |i khne mein saans phool rahi hai

HARI | SH
Good. Apol ogy thodi nehengi honi chahiye.

Naveen finally signs the printout and opens his |aptop

NAVEEN
Bas? Send?

HARI | SH
Send.

Naveen hovers over the trackpad.

NAVEEN
Agar reply nein “seen” aaya toh?

Hari sh picks up his coffee cup

HARI | SH

Toh usko apol ogy nat sanmj hna. Usko puni shnent sangjh
ke zinda rehna.

Naveen hits SEND
A beat.

He exhal es |ike a nan surviving surgery.
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NAVEEN
Ho gaya.
HARI | SH
Haan.
NAVEEN
Sir... aap actually help kar rahe the?
Harish adjusts his tie, deadpan.
HARI | SH
Nahi . Main tunmhara public humliation test kar raha
tha. Pass ho gaye.
Naveen | aughs despite hinself.
Hari sh hides a smle.
HARI | SH ( CONT’ D)
Ab jao. Aur next tine office nein conedian nmat banna.
NAVEEN
Ji, Sir.
Naveen gat hers the papers and heads to the door.
Before exiting, he turns back.
NAVEEN ( CONT’ D)
Sir... thanks.
Hari sh waves himoff, already back to his cof fee-stained ki ngdom
HARI | SH
Wel come. Aur haan—apol ogy nmein “LOL" mat daal na.
Naveen sniles, shakes his head, and exits.
Hari sh | ooks at the whiteboard, then adds one nore |line beneath the others:
“TRUTH HURTS. TRUTH W TH SPELLI NG M STAKES HURTS MORE. "
He smirks.

CUT TO BLACK.
THE END.
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