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ELEVATOR 13

A Psychol ogi cal Thriller 2-Character Screenplay in H nglish

Witten by
Story Dil Se Team
(storydilse.in)

LOGLI NE: Rohan and Tara are trapped between floors, and their polite conversation slowy
turns into a dangerous interrogation when Tara seens to know details about a case he

t hought was buried. The real tw st arrives when Rohan realizes the elevator is not

mal functioni ng at random-soneone outside has |ocked themin to force a confession

CAST / CHARACTERS: FORMAT: 2-Character Short Film (Duo Cast) | Character 1: Rohan (36)

LOCATI ON: A stalled high-rise elevator, cranped and netallic, |it by emergency red strips
and the intermttent flicker of a failing digital floor display. The walls vibrate
faintly with the building’ s machinery while the air feels increasingly thin and

cl aust r ophobi c.

USACE LI CENSE: 100% Free for Every Filmuaker & Creator. Shoot it, direct it, share it anywhere?no
licensing fees, no paperwork, no barriers. Wether you're making your first student film a festival
entry, or an independent project, all scripts on Story Dil Se are conpletely free to adapt.

Al we ask: Gve credit where it's due with an on-screen nention in your credits:

"Story & Screenplay by Story Dil Se (storydilse.in)'.
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FADE I N:

I NT. ELEVATOR 13 - N GHT

Emergency red strips glowin a cranped, netallic elevator. The digital floor
di splay FLICKERS: 13... blank... 12.9... 13.

ROHAN (36), corporate |lawer, navy suit, |oosened tie, expensive watch,
control |l ed but sweating, stares at his phone.

NO SI GNAL.

TARA (28), building maintenance supervisor in a utility junpsuit, flashlight
clipped to her belt, studies the control panel with cal mfocus.

ROHAN
Geat. O all the floors in the world, it had to be
thirteen.

TARA

Lift ko superstition se problemnahi hoti. Mechani cal
i ssue hota hai.

ROHAN
You say that like it’'s conforting.
TARA
Mai n mai nt enance nei n hoon. Confort nahi, diagnosis

deti hoon.
She opens a small access panel, checks a few swi tches.

ROHAN
How | ong?

TARA

Agar luck acha hua, two minutes. Agar building ka
mood kharab hua, ten.

Rohan forces a snmle. Wpes sweat fromhis tenple.

ROHAN
Fant asti c.
TARA
You're sweating a |l ot for soneone who's just stuck in
alift.
ROHAN
Long day.
TARA

Corporate long day ya legal |ong day?
Rohan | ooks at her.

ROHAN
Meani ng?
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TARA

Meani ng your tie is |loose, your watch is expensive,
aur aapka face bol raha hai ki aapne aaj kisi ko
khush nahi ki ya.

A beat.

ROHAN
You always talk like this?

TARA
Sirf jab elevator nein rich people phas jaate hain.

She tries the intercom STATIC.

TARA ( CONT' D)
I ntercom dead hai

ROHAN

Phone no si gnal
TARA

Wel conme to nodern architecture.

Rohan | eans against the wall, trying to regain control

ROHAN

I m Rohan.
TARA

Tar a.
ROHAN

Tara, right. Since you're clearly in charge, tel
me—this is not dangerous, right?

TARA
Dangerous hota toh main aise calmy khadi nahi hoti.

ROHAN
That wasn’t reassuring.

TARA
Good.

The floor display flickers and | ands on 13.
Tara notices Rohan staring at it.

TARA (CONT' D)
Aapko 13 se issue hai?

ROHAN
I have issue with being trapped.

TARA
Hmm
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She |ooks at hima little | onger than necessary.

TARA ( CONT' D)
Aap kaunse fl oor pe ja rahe the?

ROHAN
Lobby.
TARA
Late night | obby nein kaun nmilta hai?
ROHAN
A client.
TARA

Client ya confession?
Rohan freezes for a split second.

ROHAN
Excuse ne?

TARA
Not hi ng. Bas guess t ha.

She crouches, exanines the panel. Her flashlight briefly lights Rohan's
face.

TARA ( CONT' D)
Aapka wat ch ka nodel discontinued hai. Sane year
jiske baad Adl er case aaya tha.

Rohan’ s expression tightens.

ROHAN
What case?

TARA
The one that got buri ed.

ROHAN
You don’t know what you're tal king about.

TARA
Real | y?

She stands, cal mas ever.

TARA ( CONT' D)
Then why di d your name appear in the affidavit |og?

Rohan steps forward.

RCOHAN
Who are you?

TARA
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Bui | di ng nai nt enance supervi sor. You heard that
part.

ROHAN
No. Who are you really?

Tara taps the flashlight against her palm

TARA

Mere bhai ki conpany band hui thi. Us case ke baad.
Wi st | ebl ower dead tha. Accident bola gaya. Aur
affidavit nein tanpering kisi aur ke naam pe daal di

gayi .
Rohan’ s breat hing grows shal | ow.

ROHAN
That was years ago.

TARA
Haan. Aur phir bhi log mar rahe hain.

The el evat or suddenly SHUDDERS. The display glitches. A distorted voice
crackles fromthe intercom

DI STORTED VO CE (V. Q)
Conf ess.

Both stare at the speaker.

ROHAN

VWhat the hell was that?
TARA

So you heard it too.
ROHAN

Heard what ?
TARA

Soneone outside is on the system

ROHAN
Cut si de?

Tara points at the control panel.

TARA

This isn't a random stall. Emergency brake engaged
manual | y. Soneone | ocked us in.

Rohan | ooks horrifi ed.

ROHAN
Wy ?

TARA
Because pressure works better than court dates.

Free to shoot with on-screen credit: 'Story & Screenplay by Story Dil Se (storydilse.in)' Page 5 of 7



StoryDilSe.in | Two-Character Short Film Hinglish Edition

A beat. Rohan’s jaw cl enches.

ROHAN
You set this up.

TARA
No. | found the override access. Soneone el se wanted
us here.

ROHAN
Us?

Tara finally nmeets his eyes.

TARA
You nore than ne.

She reaches into her pocket and pulls out a small recorder

TARA ( CONT' D)
Basenment server room backup. Your voice is on it.

Rohan stares at the recorder like it’'s a weapon.

ROHAN
That’ s i npossi bl e.
TARA
“File ko bury kar do. Public statenent nein accident
l'i kho.”
Rohan’ s face drains.
ROHAN
St op.
TARA
VWho gave the order, Rohan?
ROHAN
| said stop.
TARA
Who?

The el evator HUMS. The fl oor display flashes 13 again.
Rohan swal |l ows hard. Hi s shoul ders drop

ROHAN

Seni or partner. And the client’s operations head. |
si gned because | thought it would end there.

Tara |listens, unblinking.

ROHAN ( CONT' D)
It didn't.

A sil ence.
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Tara studies him then reaches behind the panel.

CLI CK.

The elevator jolts. The red lights shift to nornmal

ROHAN ( CONT' D)
What did you do?

TARA
Overri de.

The doors begin to open.

ROHAN
Tara. ..

TARA

Mai n tumhe bachane nahi aayi thi. Record karne aayi

t hi.

The doors slide open to an enpty corridor.

Rohan stands frozen. Tara slips the recorder into her

first.

TARA (CONT' D)
Good night, M. Lawer.

She exits.

Rohan remains inside, staring at the open doorway,

was never the el evator.

FADE QUT.
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pocket and steps out

trap
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