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BETVWEEN STOPS

A Sci - Fi/ Hi gh-Concept 2-Character Screenplay in Hnglish

Witten by
Story Dil Se Team
(storydilse.in)

LOGLI NE: Eshan and Tina realize the station announcenents are repeating the exact sane
conversation they just had, down to their private thoughts. As they search for a way out,
t hey discover the platformis a tenporal holding zone where only one of themis supposed
to | eave.

CAST / CHARACTERS: FORMAT: 2-Character Short Film (Duo Cast) | Character 1: Eshan (32)

LOCATI ON:  An underground nmetro platformwi th cold white fluorescent |ighting, a digital
route board, and a train that never seens to arrive. The tunnel w nd, distant echoes, and
repeati ng announcenent chines create a surreal |ooped atnosphere.

USAGE LI CENSE: 100% Free for Every Fil nmaker & Creator. Shoot it, direct it, share it anywhere?no
licensing fees, no paperwork, no barriers. Wether you' re maeking your first student film a festival
entry, or an independent project, all scripts on Story Dil Se are conpletely free to adapt.

Al we ask: Gve credit where it's due with an on-screen nention in your credits:

"Story & Screenplay by Story Dil Se (storydilse.in)'.
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FADE I N:

I NT. UNDERGRCOUND METRO PLATFORM - NI GHT

Cold white fluorescent lights. A near-enpty underground platform Digita
route board flickers. Tunnel w nd nobans through the station. Distant echoes.
A repeati ng ANNOUNCEMENT CHI ME

ESHAN (32), urban planner in a raincoat, grips a TRANSIT CARD. Rolled nmaps
under one arm A tablet in hand.

TINA (30), comuter in a denimjacket and sneakers, stands with a netro
newspaper and ear phones.

The board flashes: 2 MN.
Then resets.

ANNOUNCEMENT (V. Q)
Next train platformpar... next train platformpar..

Tina rolls her eyes.

TI NA
Lagta hai yeh station bhi overtinme pe hai
ESHAN
Aapko bhi notice hua?
TI NA
Nahi, main bas underground hal |l uci nati on enj oy kar

rahi hoon.

Eshan | ooks at the board, then at his tablet.

ESHAN
Route | ogic ke hisaab se train ab tak aani chahiye
t hi

TI NA

Urban pl anner ho?

ESHAN
Unfortunately, yes.

TI NA

Haan, di khta hai. Aap |og har cheez map mein sundar
bana dete ho.

ANNOUNCEMENT (V. Q)
Aap | og har cheez map nein sundar bana dete ho.

Both freeze

TI NA
... Mine abhi yeh bola tha?

ESHAN
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Mai ne bhi .
Anot her CHI ME.

ANNOUNCEMENT (V. Q.)
Mai ne bhi .

Eshan steps closer, uneasy.

ESHAN
Ckay. That is not normal.

TI NA

Great. Mij he bhi laga tha metro nmein normal cheezein

hoti hain.

The wind rises. Their footsteps echo back half a second | ater.

Ti na opens her newspaper. The sane station ad repeats on every page.

TI NA
Yeh kya hai ?

ESHAN
Let ne see.

He takes the newspaper, scans it, then his tablet. The screen glitches.

A hidden schematic appears:
TEMPORAL HOLDI NG ZONE
SI NGLE PASSENGER RELEASE PROTOCOL

ESHAN
Nahi . . .

TI NA
Kya?
He turns the tablet toward her.

ESHAN
Yeh station...

(beat)
Time nein stuck hai.

TI NA
Ww. Metro aur bhi | ate ho gaya.

The announcenent chi ne.

ANNOUNCEMENT (V. Q)
Kya mai n yahan se ni kal sakta hoon?

TI NA
Mai ne yeh bhi nahi bol a.

ESHAN
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Mai n bhi nahi .

ANNOUNCEMENT (V. Q)
Mai n bhi nahi .

Si | ence.
Tina slowWy renoves one earphone.

TI NA
M nd-readi ng PA system Fantastic.

ESHAN
It’s repeating our thoughts.

TI NA
Matl ab ab mai n soch ke bhi safe nahi

ESHAN
Apparently not.

Eshan checks his transit card. The date flickers:

YEARS AGO
ESHAN

Mere card pe date change ho rahi hai.

TI NA
Mere newspaper pe date hi nahi hai.

She holds it up. Blank.
Anot her chi e.

ANNOUNCEMENT (V. Q)
Rel ease candi date identified.

A beat.

ANNOUNCEMENT (V. Q)
Eshan.

Eshan goes still.

TI NA
Kya?

ESHAN
It said ny nane.

TI NA
Mera kyun nahi ?

ESHAN

| don’t know.
Tina's sarcasmdrops. Real fear now.

TI NA
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Mai n bas office se ghar ja rahi thi.

ESHAN
Mai n bas station inspect karne aaya tha.

TI NA

Haan, obviously. Aur nmain bas newspaper se tine
travel kar rahi hoon.

A beat. She | ooks at the hidden schematic again.
TI NA (CONT' D)
“Only one passenger may exit per cycle.”

ESHAN
Cycl e?

TI NA
Mat | ab koi toh yahan rehta hai.

The lights flicker. The tunnel brightens for one second—far away, a train
i ght appears.

ANNOUNCEMENT (V. Q)
Board now.

Eshan instinctively steps toward the edge.

TI NA
(softly)
Eshan.
He turns.
TI NA ( CONT' D)
Agar tumja rahe ho... mujhe yahan chhod ke mat jao.

ESHAN
I"mnot |eaving you.

TI NA
Station ko yeh sanj haana padega.

The train Iight grows. The air huns.
Eshan | ooks at his card, then at Tina.

ESHAN
Maybe it wants one of us.

TI NA
Great. Very denocratic.

A beat.
Eshan hol ds out the transit card.

ESHAN
Tumle |o.
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TI NA
Kya?

ESHAN
Maybe it’s choosing by who hol ds the card.

TI NA
Aur agar nahi ?

ESHAN
Then at | east soneone gets to decide

Tina takes the card.
The announcenent chi ne.

ANNOUNCEMENT (V. Q)
W ong candi dat e.

The train light vanishes. The platform shudders. Silence.

Tl NA
Well. That was rude

A soft BEEP from Tina's card. An energency door on the far side slides open
Both stare.

ESHAN
It opened for you.

TI NA
No. It opened for one of us.

She | ooks at him shaken.

TI NA (CONT' D)
You shoul d go.

ESHAN
Wy ne?

She hesitates, then pulls a fol ded newspaper clipping frominside her paper
She unfolds it.

A headline: ONE LEAVES, ONE REMAI NS
Under it, a handwitten note: Aaj tum decide karogi

TI NA
I think... | was supposed to choose.

ESHAN
Choose what ?

TI NA
Who st ays.

Eshan absorbs that. Then, unexpectedly, he smles.
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ESHAN

Urban pl anni ng ka basic rul e hai —I ow mai ntai n karo.

He places his transit card into Tina' s hand.

ESHAN ( CONT' D)
Aaj tumjaogi.

TI NA
Eshan—
ESHAN
Mai n yahan handl e kar | unga.
TI NA
Tum pagal ho.
ESHAN

Haan. But efficient.
A beat. She | aughs through tears.
TI NA

Mai n conmuter hoon. Main wait kar |eti

ESHAN
Nahi. Aaj tum nove karogi.

Ti na backs toward the open door, unable to believe it.

TI NA
Agar mai n bahar gayi aur tum..

ESHAN
Don’t | ook back.

She does | ook back.

The door begins to cl ose.

TI NA
Eshan!

ESHAN
Haan?

TI NA

Agar tum sun rahe ho...
The announcenent chi ne.

ANNOUNCEMENT (V. Q)
Agar tum sun rahe ho...

Tina freezes. Eshan does too.

TI NA
It's still repeating us.
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ESHAN
Then say something it can't.

Ti na steps through the door

TI NA
I"mnot |eaving you.

Eshan’s eyes soften

ESHAN
Too | ate.

The door SLAMS shut.

A beat.

Si | ence.

Then, on the digital board

ARRI VI NG

Eshan stands alone on the platform raincoat still danp, nmaps in hand,
tabl et dark

The announcenent chi ne.

ANNOUNCEMENT (V. Q.)
Next train..

Eshan | ooks up, |istening.
For the first time, the voice does not echo his thought.

ESHAN

(to hinself)
Shayad ab main wait karna seekh gaya hoon.

FADE QUT.
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