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THE EMPTY BOOTH

A Conedy 1-Character Sol o Monol ogue in Hi nglish

Witten by
Story Dil Se Team
(storydilse.in)

LOGLI NE: A podcast host records what he thinks will be his big breakthrough episode, only
to realize he forgot to invite a guest and is now interview ng hinself. As he inprovises
t hrough increasingly ridicul ous questions, he accidentally creates the npst honest and
funni est episode of his life.

CAST / CHARACTERS: FORMAT: 1-Character Sol o Mnol ogue (Single Actor) | Character:
Over prepared Podcast Host (Male, 35-42)

LOCATI ON: A tiny home podcast booth made from bl ankets, foam panels, and a desk mic, lit
by a ring light and the red recording sign. The setup is honenade but earnest, with a
cozy, slightly absurd feel.

USACE LI CENSE: 100% Free for Every Filmuaker & Creator. Shoot it, direct it, share it anywhere?no
licensing fees, no paperwork, no barriers. Wether you're making your first student film a festival
entry, or an independent project, all scripts on Story Dil Se are conpletely free to adapt.

Al we ask: Gve credit where it's due with an on-screen nention in your credits:

"Story & Screenplay by Story Dil Se (storydilse.in)'.
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FADE I N:

I NT. TINY HOVE PODCAST BOOTH - NI GHT

Hinglish Edition

A cranped, honemade podcast booth: bl ankets stapled over walls, foam panels
unevenly stuck, a desk mic on a cluttered table, a | aptop open, a coffee nug

hal f-full. Aring |ight glows. A RED RECORDING SIGN is on

ROHIT (late 30s), in a casual blazer over a t-shirt,

headphones, gl asses,

and a neatly trimed beard, sits ready. Polished. Slightly sweaty. Deeply

anxi ous.

He checks the mic, then the ring light, then the | aptop

ROH T
(to hinmself)

Ckay. Calm Professional. Podcast |egend node.

He takes a breath, opens a notebook full of notes.

ROHI T
(reading)

Intro. Hook. Warnth. Wt. Vulnerability. G eat

Easy. Sinple.
He nods |li ke a nman about to | aunch a rocket.

He taps the | aptop.

I NSERT - LAPTOP SCREEN

Cal endar. Bl ank. No guest booki ng.
ROH T bl i nks.

He refreshes. Not hing.

ROHI T
(sl owy)
Haan... maybe | ate hai

He opens nessages. Emmils. WiatsApp. No invite. No guest.

ROH T
(rising panic)
Nahi . Nahi, nahi, nahi

He | ooks around the tiny booth as if the guest m ght

panel .
ROH T
Mai n... main bhool gaya?
He stares at the mc.
ROH T
(whi sper)

Mai ne guest invite hi nahi kiya?
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Beat .
He sits up straight.

ROH T

(forcing confidence)
Theek hai. Problem solving. Main hi guest. Miin hi
host. Main hi brand.

He drags the chair slightly to one side.

ROHI T
Yeh side host. Yeh side guest.
make it content.

Split personality,
He clears his throat,

but

swi tches on performance node.
ROHI T

(into mc; announcer voice)

Wel conme back to The Enpty Booth. Miin hoon aapka
host, Rohit. Aur aaj ke speci al

guest hain..
He pauses for dramatic effect.

ROH T
...main hi.

He turns his head to the enpty chair.

ROH T

(different tone, as guest)
Thank you for having me.

ROH T
(host)
Rohit ji, bohot swagat hai
ROHI T

(guest)
Enot i ona

avai lability ke saath aaya hoon

Rohit snorts. He tries not to |laugh. Fails.

ROHI T
Ckay. First question.

Aap itne overprepared kyun ho?
ROHI T

(as guest, dead serious)

Kyunki muj he darr | agta hai

Rohit freezes. That | anded.

ROH T

(host, softer)
Ki s baat ka?

ROH T
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(guest)
Ki agar main perfect nahi hua, toh koi nujhe sunega
hi nahi
A beat. The joke has turned honest.
Rohit | ooks at the ring light. Then at hinmself in the dark |aptop
reflection.
ROHI T
(trying to recover)
Ww. Heavy. Chalo light question. G eatest strength?
ROH T
(guest)
Main mic on karke bhi awkward reh sakta hoon

ROHI T
Respect. Wakness?

ROHI T
(guest)

Mai n “casual ” bl azer pehenkar bhi corporate crisis
jaisa feel karta hoon.

Rohi t | aughs, genuinely.
He grabs the coffee nug, takes a sip.

ROHI T
This is better than therapy.

He leans in, now enjoying it.

ROH T
Advice for |isteners?
ROH T
(guest)
Apne aap ko seriously lo. Par itna nahi ki hasi chal
j aaye.
ROH T

Wah. Yeh toh quote ban gaya.
He flips a page in the notebook

ROHI T
Car eer goal ?

ROHI T
(guest)

Ek epi sode ai sa banana, jisne fake confidence kam
aur real honesty zyada ho.

Rohit slowy renopves his headphones.

The booth becones quiet. The silence is |oud.
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He sits there, no character now. Just Rohit.

ROHI T
(softly, to mic)
Sach bol un? Main breakthrough ke liye itna prepared
tha, ki main live hona bhool gaya.

He swal | ows.

ROHI T
Mai n content banana chahta tha. Par shayad muj he bas
suna jaana tha. Aur aaj pehli baar... main khud ko

sun raha hoon.
A small, enbarrassed smle.
He | ooks at the RED RECORDI NG S| GN

ROHI T
(gentle)

Aaj ka guest nahi aaya. Lekin jo aaya... woh kaafi
t ha.

He gl ances at the | aptop waveform

ROH T
(with a grin)
And that, |adies and gentl enen—jo exist nahi karte—
was The Enpty Boot h.

He | eans back, relieved, anused, al nost proud.

The ring light glows warmy around him
FADE QOUT.

THE END
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