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THE RAI'N CHECK

A Slice of Life/Romance 1-Character Sol o Monol ogue in Hinglish

Witten by
Story Dil Se Team
(storydilse.in)

LOGLI NE: A bookstore clerk waits for a custonmer who prom sed to cone back for the book he
reconmended, and he keeps rehearsing what he should say if she does. Wien she finally
returns, he discovers she never wanted the book at all-—-she wanted the note he tucked
inside it with his nunber.

CAST / CHARACTERS: FORMAT: 1-Character Sol o Monol ogue (Single Actor) | Character: Shy
Bookstore Clerk (Male, 22-29)

LOCATI ON: A snal | independent bookstore near closing time, |lit by warm | anps and gray
evening light through the front wi ndows. The aisles are narrow and intimate, with a front
counter, a tiny reading nook, and the sound of rain outside.

USACE LI CENSE: 100% Free for Every Filmuaker & Creator. Shoot it, direct it, share it anywhere?no
licensing fees, no paperwork, no barriers. Wether you're making your first student film a festival
entry, or an independent project, all scripts on Story Dil Se are conpletely free to adapt.

Al we ask: Gve credit where it's due with an on-screen nention in your credits:

"Story & Screenplay by Story Dil Se (storydilse.in)'.
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I NT. SMALL | NDEPENDENT BOOKSTORE - EVEN NG

Warm | anps gl ow over narrow aisles. Gray evening |light presses through the
front wi ndows. Rain taps softly outside. The store is nearly enpty. A tiny
readi ng nook sits by the window. At the front counter stands ARJUN (22-29),
shy bookstore clerk, in a soft flannel shirt, jeans, glasses, slightly nessy
hair. He holds a pen, a receipt slip, and a bookmark.

Arjun glances at the front door, then at the clock. He clears his throat.

ARJUN
(to hinself)
Ckay. Sinple. Nornmal

He picks up a BOX fromthe counter, opens it carefully, and checks the
hi dden note i nside.

ARJUN

(rmuttering)
“Agar aapko book pasand aaye...” Nahi

He folds the note back into the page. Deep breath.

ARJUN
(rehearsing)
“H, did you like the book?”

He wi nces.

ARJUN
Zyada desperate.

He tries again, softer
ARJUN
“Aap wapas aa gayi ?”
He shakes his head.

ARJUN
Too obvi ous.

He | ooks around the enpty store, as if the shelves m ght advise him

ARJUN
(to the room

Mai n bas ek normal sentence bol na chahta hoon. Bas
ek.

A distant thunder rolls. The front door bell does not ring yet. Arjun checks
hi s phone. No nmessages.

He notices the receipt corner peeking fromthe book. He snoboths it with his
t hunb.

ARJUN

(softly)
Yeh bhi zyada hai ? Ya kam hai ?
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He i magi nes saying the line, then stops hinself.

ARJUN
Nahi . Rehearsal band.

He puts the book down, then picks it up again.

ARJUN

(to hinself)
She asked for something sad but hopeful. That was the
exact description of me today.

He smiles at his own joke, enbarrassed. Rain grows |ouder
The front door bell suddenly CH MES.
Arjun straightens instantly. He freezes, then slowy | ooks up

A CUSTOMER i s never shown. We only see Arjun’s reaction as a WOMAN S
PRESENCE enters off-screen. A wet unbrella is heard being fol ded sonewhere
just out of frane.

ARJUN

(carefully)
Aap... book ke liye aayi hain?

A beat. He listens. A soft fenmale voice is heard only as an off-screen V.QO,,
never physically seen.

WOMAN (V. Q)
HM

Arjun swal |l ows.

The book is placed on the counter fromoff-screen. It’'s the same book he
r ecomrended.

ARJUN
(trying to stay calm
Kaisi |agi?

O f-screen, a small rustle. The wonan flips pages. Then silence.
Arjun watches, terrified and hopef ul

The book opens. The hi dden HANDWRI TTEN NOTE is pul |l ed out from between the
pages. Arjun’s face drops for half a second.

ARJUN
(under his breath)
Ch no.

He prepares for enbarrassment.
The note is turned over off-screen.

WOVAN (V. Q)
Mij he | aga tha aap shayad number chhupa rahe ho.

Arjun blinks.
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ARJUN
Kai se...?

WOMAN (V. Q)

Because you wote it like you were scared |I'd m ss
it.
(a small beat)
| didn't.
Arjun | ooks down, sniling despite hinmself. He grips the pen tighter

ARJUN
(honest, quiet)

Mai n aapko book se zyada... aapse nilne ka excuse de
raha tha

A beat.

VOVAN (V. Q)
CGood.

Arjun | ooks up, surprised.

WOMAN (V. Q)
Muj he bhi sirf book nahi chahiye thi

Arjun exhal es, alnost |laughing fromrelief.

He gently slides the bookmark toward the edge of the counter, like a tiny
of feri ng.
ARJUN
(soft snile)
Then... rain check cancel ?

A beat. Of-screen, a soft anused breath.

WOVAN (V. Q)
Cancel

Arjun nods, still smling.

He gl ances at the rain-streaked wi ndow, the enpty aisles, the warm
| anpl i ght.

ARJUN

(to hinself, content)
Kabhi - kabhi del ay nahi hota. Bas ek aur chance hota
hai .

He pl aces the book, note, receipt, pen, and bookmark neatly together on the
counter.

The rain continues outside as the bookstore glows quietly.

FADE OUT.
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