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THE BENCH | N THE PARK

A Slice of Life/Famly 3-Character Screenplay in Hinglish

Witten by
Story Dil Se Team
(storydilse.in)

LOGLI NE: A grandfather, father, and son neet on a park bench under the pretense of a
routine outing, but the real subject is the son’s plan to nove overseas. The ol der nman
tries to hide hurt behind jokes, while the boy listens to both adults with nbre honesty
than they can nmanage. The clinmax arrives when the grandson reveal s he has al ready nmade a
fami |y map on his school project, showi ng that he has been quietly holding the three
gener ations together all along.

CAST / CHARACTERS: FORMAT: 3-Character Short Film (Trio Cast) | Character 1: Hari (68)

LOCATI ON: A public park bench in late afternoon, |lit by soft golden sunlight filtering
through trees. The background is mnimal: a wal king path, a distant swi ng set, and the
occasi onal passerby out of focus.

USAGE LI CENSE: 100% Free for Every Fil nmaker & Creator. Shoot it, direct it, share it anywhere?no
licensing fees, no paperwork, no barriers. Wether you' re nmaking your first student film a festival
entry, or an independent project, all scripts on Story Dil Se are conpletely free to adapt.

Al we ask: Gve credit where it's due with an on-screen nention in your credits:

"Story & Screenplay by Story Dil Se (storydilse.in)'.
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FADE I N:

EXT. PUBLI C PARK - LATE AFTERNOON

Soft golden sunlight filters through trees. A sinple BENCH sits beside a

Hinglish Edition

wal king path. In the distance, a swing set. A few PASSERSBY bl ur by in the

background.

HARI (68), retired bus conductor, worn sweater, cap, patient eyes, sits at

one end of the bench with a fol ded NEWSPAPER

VI SHAL (40), office worker, |oosened tie, defensive but caring posture,
stands near the bench with a water bottle and of fice bag.

OM (14), school uniform restless energy, backpack at his feet, hovers
bet ween t hem

A beat. The kind of silence that says too nuch.

HARI
(1 ooki ng at the bench)
I's bench pe bhi reservation hota hai kya?

VI SHAL
Papa, aap na... har cheez pe joke.

HARI
Joke nahi beta. Experience.

Hari pats the bench.

HARI ( CONT' D)
Bai t ho. Standing neeting nein salary nahi mlti.

Vishal sits, still tense. Ondrops his backpack at his feet and sits between

them restless.

oM
Mai n beech nein kyun hoon?
HARI
Kyunki famly nein beech ka hi kaam sabse tough hota
hai .
Vi shal gives a small, strained smle.
VI SHAL

Papa, mmin ek baat karna chahta tha.
Hari unfol ds the newspaper with deliberate calm

HARI
Mai n bhi. Cricket score dekhna hai.

VI SHAL
Seri ous baat hai.

HARI
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Haan, cricket bhi serious hota hai.
On | ooks fromone to the other.

oM
Aap dono sane line pe ho ya alag-alag train nein?

Vi shal exhal es, then sits fully.

VI SHAL
I got an offer. Overseas. Two, nmaybe three years.

Hari doesn’t react inmediately. He folds the newspaper once.

HARI
Over seas?

VI SHAL
Haan. Better growth hai. Better pay. Main famly ko
chhod nahi raha, bas...

HARI
Bas thoda door ja rahe ho.

VI SHAL
Papa, it’s not |ike |I’m di sappeari ng.
Hari smiles, too quickly.

HARI

Arre, kaun keh raha hai di sappear. Foreign nmein sab
nmlta hai na? Bas ghar ka raasta thoda nehenga hota
hai .

Vi shal | ooks away, annoyed because it | ands.

VI SHAL
Mai n opportunity mss nahi kar sakta.

HARI

Mai n bhi conductor tha, beta. Bus chhoot jaaye toh
agl a stop dekhte hain. Zi ndagi nein kabhi-kabhi stop
nahi, platformchhoot jaata hai.

A beat .
On quietly reaches into his backpack.

oM
Mai ne ek cheez banayi hai .

He pulls out a SCHOOL PRQJECT FOLDER and opens it on the bench.

I nside: a hand-drawn FAMLY NAP.

Hari leans in first. Vishal follows.

The map shows: PARK BENCH -> HOVE -> SCHOOL -> OFFI CE -> Al RPORT.

Three names are marked with arrows and tiny notes.
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ON THE MNAP:

“Dada ke bina chai nahi”

“Papa ke bina homework pendi ng”
- “Om ke bina dono ka jhagda conpl ete nahi”
Hari stares. Vishal blinks.

VI SHAL
Ye... kya hai?

oM
Fam |y map.

HARI

Fam |y ka map?

oM
Haan. Teacher ne bola tha famly draw karo. Miin ne

socha... fanmily sirf ghar nein nahi hoti. Jahan jahan

famly ka dil hota hai, wahi nap hota hai
Vi shal | ooks at the Al RPORT marKk.

VI SHAL
Tumhe pata tha?

oM

Papa, aap office se |late aate ho, aur Dada newspaper
se pehle hi sab samajh jaate hain. Miin chhota hoon,

andha nabhi
Hari lets out a tiny, helpless |augh

HARI
Wah. School nmein detective bhi padha rahe hain kya?

oM

Nahi . Bas ghar nein sab | og chup ho jaate hain, toh
mai n sun | eta hoon.

Silence. Real silence.
Vi shal s defensive posture softens.

VI SHAL
Papa... nujhe laga aap hurt ho jaoge.

Hari | ooks at the map, then at Vishal

HARI
Hurt toh hua. Par usse zyada darr laga... ki kahin
tumitne door na ho jao ki tunmhari awaaz hi door

| agne | age.

Vi shal swal | ows hard.
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VI SHAL
Mai n jaa raha hoon, chhod ke nahi. | prom se.

Hari folds the newspaper slowy.

HARI

Prom se toh bus conductor bhi karta tha, “Last stop,
| ast stop.” Phir bhi koi na koi chadh hi jaata tha.

A small beat, then Hari cracks a smle.

HARI ( CONT' D)
Bas ek shart hai.

VI SHAL
Kya?

HARI

Wahan jaake Indian tine mat | e jaana. Uska refund
nahi mlta.

Vi shal | aughs despite hinself. Omgrins.

oM
Aur Sunday video call.
VI SHAL
Done.
o

Aur Dada ke liye nmonthly postcard.

HARI
Postcard? Arre, main WhatsApp pe sticker bhej dunga.

Om | aughs. Vishal shakes his head, smling now for real.
Onturns the folder to the | ast page.

A final line, handwitten:

ON THE PAGE:

“Family is not a place. Famly is a way back.”

Hari reads it. H s eyes soften.

Vishal reads it too. He is quiet.

HARI
Ki sne |i kha?

o

Mai ne. Kyunki agar aap |og kahin bhi jao na, wapas
aane ka raasta hona chahiye.

Vi shal reaches out and places a hand on Qris shoul der.

VI SHAL
Smart boy.
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oM
Common sense, Papa.

Hari chuckl es, then nudges Vishal lightly.

HAR

Suno, overseas jaake bhi ek kaam kar na.
VI SHAL

Kya?
HAR

Apne bete ko mi ss mat karna. Wbh tumhe al ready m ss
kar raha hai

Vi shal | ooks at Om then nods. Enption in his eyes.

VI SHAL
| know.

The three sit together on the bench, the map open between them
[ight warming their faces.

A quiet famly truce

FADE QUT.
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