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DEADLI NE AT THE CAFE

A Pure Conedy 3-Character Screenplay in Hinglish

Witten by
Story Dil Se Team
(storydilse.in)

LOGLI NE: Rohit promises to deliver a brilliant script in one hour, but his editor and the
wai tress keep exposing how little of it exists. As he inprovises increasingly absurd
excuses, the final twist reveals the waitress has been ghostwiting half his work for
nmonths and is the only reason he still has a career.

CAST / CHARACTERS: FORMAT: 3-Character Short Film (Trio Cast) | Character 1: Rohit (34)

LOCATI ON: A smal | nei ghbor hood café with one corner table, warm norning sunlight through
a front window, and the constant sound of an espresso machine. The space is cozy and
public, perfect for deadline pressure and accidental overheard truths.

USAGE LI CENSE: 100% Free for Every Fil nmaker & Creator. Shoot it, direct it, share it anywhere?no
licensing fees, no paperwork, no barriers. Wether you' re maeking your first student film a festival
entry, or an independent project, all scripts on Story Dil Se are conpletely free to adapt.

Al we ask: Gve credit where it's due with an on-screen nention in your credits:

"Story & Screenplay by Story Dil Se (storydilse.in)'.
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I NT. NEI GHBORHOOD CAFE - MORNI NG

War m nor ni ng sunlight streanms through the front window. A small corner table
is cluttered with a |l aptop, two coffee cups, a notebook, a receipt, a pen
and a TIMER The ESPRESSO MACHI NE hi sses constantly in the background.

ROHI T (34), hoodie, caffeine-stained, sits in front of the laptop |like a nan
pretending to own his chaos.

ANJALI (32), sharp glasses, blazer, efficient and anmused, sits opposite him
with her arns crossed.

TINA (29), waitress in apron, noves between themw th coffee and dangerous
observational skills.
ANJALI

(timer on)
Sixty mnutes. Script. No drama. No excuses.

ROHI T
One hour is enough

ANJALI
For witing, yes. For lying, you re already over
budget .

TI NA

(pl aci ng coffee)
Bl ack coffee. For the man with the bl ank page.

ROH T
Thanks, Ti na.
TI NA
Don't thank nme yet. | haven't seen the page earn it.

Anj ali opens the |aptop. The screen is basically enpty.

ANJALI
Interesting. Very mninalist.

ROHI T
Mai n process nein hoon.

ANJALI
Your cursor is doing nore work than you.

TI NA
(cursor-1like)
Even |’ minpressed. Cursor ka sel f-respect zyada hai

Rohit opens the notebook. It contains random doodl es, one line, and a
grocery list.

ROH T
Resear ch

ANJALI
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(reading)
“MIlk. Bread. Existential crisis.”
TI NA
That’s not research. That’'s your personality.
ROH T
Ckay, okay. | need silence.
ANJALI

You need a script.

ROH T
Mera nmuse | ate hai

TI NA
Muse? Sir, yahan waiter late hoti hai, nuse nahi

Rohit | eans back, offended.

ROH T
I’ m an under - pressure geni us.

ANJALI
Then produce pressure.

TI NA
O at | east produce one sentence.

Rohit sits up, dranatic.

ROHI T
Fine. I'’mstarting.

He types. On screen: “Ek café nmein teen log...”

ANJALI
That's it?
ROHI T
It’s an opening.
TI NA
It’s a hostage situation.
ANJALI
Try agai n.
ROHI T

I need inspiration.

ANJALI
You need a job.

TINA slides a receipt onto the table.

TI NA
By the way, your l|ast script’'s paynent receipt.
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ROHI T
Why are you giving ne a receipt?

TI NA
Because you keep forgetting reality. Receipt helps.

Anj ali glances at the receipt, then freezes.

ANJALI

(readi ng)
Vi t.

She flips the receipt. On the back are notes: punchlines, beats,
i deas.

ANJALI
These are script notes.

ROHI T
Maybe. .. coinci dence?

TI NA
Nope. Not coincidence. | wote them

Beat .

ANJALI
You wrote his scripts?

TI NA
Ghostwriting sounds fancy. | prefer “enotiona
cl eanup.”

ROHI T

(def ensi ve)
I give ideas.

TI NA
Yes. Like “make it funny” and “deadline ko cinematic
bana do.”
ANJALI
So that’s why your work suddenly becane readabl e.
ROH T
I maintain the brand.
TI NA
No, | maintain the brand.

Anjali sits back, anused now.

ANJALI
Mont hs. You' ve been hel pi ng himfor nonths.

TI NA
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Hel ping? |’ ve been rescuing himfrom professiona
extinction.

ROHI T
I was going to tell you.
TI NA
When? At the prem ere of your honesty docunentary?
ANJALI
(smiling)

This is better than the script.

ROH T
Pl ease don’t enjoy this.
ANJALI
I"man editor. Enjoying suffering is part of the

syl | abus.
TINA picks up the pen, twirls it.

TI NA

Look, Rohit. You're not a witer. You re a delivery
system for panic.

ROH T
That is hurtful

TI NA
But accurate.

ANJALI
And yet, sonehow, the industry keeps paying him
TI NA

Because | keep saving him

Sil ence. The ESPRESSO MACHI NE hi sses | ouder

ROHI T
So... you were ghostwiting half ny career?
TI NA
Hal f? Don’t insult my contribution
ANJALI
And all this time you thought you were suffering
al one.
ROHI T

I was building a | egacy.

TI NA
You were building a dependency.

Anjali closes the |laptop hal fway, then pushes it toward Ti na.
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ANJALI
Fi ne. From now on, you handle the witing.
ROHI T
VWhat ?
ANJALI
You handl e cof fee orders.
ROH T

That’s not a career.

TI NA
Neither is “process nein hoon.”

Anj ali laughs. Rohit stares, defeated.

TI NA
Al so, paynent first.

She flips the receipt and wites on the back

I NSERT - RECEI PT

“I'f you want brilliance, tip on tine.”
ANJALI
That’s brilliant.
ROHI T

I hate both of you.

TI NA
No, you don’t. W' re your best work

Anjali stops the tinmer.

ANJALI
New deadl i ne. Tormorrow. And this tinme, the ghost gets
credit.

ROHI T

VWhat about ne?

TI NA
You get coffee.

Rohit | ooks at the laptop. Tina opens it and starts typing |like she owns the
uni verse.

ANJALI wat ches, anused, while Rohit holds the coffee tray |ike a nman denoted
by destiny.

The espresso nachi ne hi sses.

FADE QUT.
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